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This articulated crab is made of bronze with a warm, reddish patina. Though it
bears no signature, its numerous points of articulation — notably the claws, legs
and eyes — make it a great example of the Japanese art of okimono (B4, or “or-
namental figure”) of the jizai (B7E) type, meaning “free of movement” or “freely

articulated.”

Sculptors who mastered the art of jiza:i since the late Edo period onward
learned much of their technique from Japanese armorers, who were highly skilled
in making complex, partially articulated metal pieces. Their expertise was in less
demand during the modernization of Japan under Emperor Meiji and the bum-
mei-katka (3XBARA{L) — the “Civilization and Enlightenment” movement marked

by the country’s wide opening toward the West.
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