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A Pair of Tall, Ram-Headed Ormolu
Candlesticks

Ormolu.

Russia.
ca. 1810-1820.
33 cm (h. 13 in.)
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These candlesticks are part of a group of decorative bronzes associated with
Moscow productions from the early 19th century. An identical pair is located at
Arkhangelskoye, near Moscow, in the Prince’s Study, decorated between 1810 and

1820 with a suite of Karelian birch furniture adorned with ormolu mounts.

A nearly identical pair of candlesticks was part of Sir Richard Wallace’s collec-
tion at Hertford House. Through Jacques Seligmann, it was acquired by Mrs.
Henry Walters and subsequently sold at Parke-Bernet Galleries in New York
from April 30 to May 3, 1941, where the design was attributed to Gouthiére. More
recently, a set of four nearly identical candlesticks was sold from the Nelson
Grimaldi Seabra collection at Christie’s in New York on October 22, 2003, for
$74,090. Even more recently, an identical pair — except for the engraved motifs
around the drip pans, which are less refined — was sold for $8,820 at Christie’s

(New York, April 17, 2024).
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